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Doris Sloan's acceptance speech for The Founding Members Award 

 

The day Save the Bay's mission changed 

 

I am very pleased to be honored today by Save the Bay, and happy that so many of you 

are here to share the honor with me and to celebrate this wonderful organization's many 

accomplishments.  

 

Two weeks ago today I was reminded again of how important Save the Bay has been in 

shaping the Bay Area landscape. 

 

 I was driving to Davis along Hwy 37 with my good friend Sharie Shute, and as we drove 

past the Cullinan Ranch unit of the SPB NWR I thought of the day – over 30 years ago – 

when Save the Bay's mission changed, and as a direct result, the North shore of San 

Pablo Bay was saved from becoming Foster City North.  

 

I want to tell you about that change in mission and its consequences. Quite a number of 

those involved are here today – and can correct my memory where it is faulty. 

 

Cullinan Ranch was originally a tidal marsh; it was diked and drained in the late 1800s 

for agriculture – mainly for oat hay. 

 

In the early 1980s a developer proposed a residential marina community, like Foster City, 

for the Cullinan property. It was to be called Egret Bay - with 4500 homes plus schools 

and shopping. Because there were no utilities there, he planned to bring water and sewage 

connections across the Napa River from Vallejo to service the development. A similar 

development was proposed on the Petaluma River side. 

 

At that time Save the Bay still was totally focused on the issue of Bay fill and the Board, 

which I had then recently joined, was not in favor of broadening its mission. 

 

Nancy Strauch, then with BCDC, and Jim Swanson of the Yountville office of the state 

Dept. of Fish and Game, brought a dramatic map of the proposed project to a meeting of 

the Wetlands Coalition, a Save the Bay committee that Sue Smith chaired and I attended. 

As I recall the meeting, the Committee as a whole didn't want to get involved in this 

project because it wasn't about fill. 

 

I was appalled at the project and disappointed in the Committee decision. I remember 

vividly standing in the parking lot after the meeting with Sue, talking with Nancy and Jim 



about the terrible consequences if this project went through - the entire north shore of San 

Pablo Bay would be open to development between the Napa and Petaluma rivers. It 

would have become Foster City North. 

 

The Cullinan project came up at the next Save the Bay Board meeting and to its great 

credit the Board saw the danger and voted to join those opposing it  - not unanimously by 

any means because many on the Board thought Save the Bay should stick with its 

original focus of preventing fill.  

 

But a dramatic map, a conversation in a parking lot, and a memorable Board decision 

expanded Save the Bay's mission that night. Save the Bay joined with a Vallejo citizens 

group called COST to file a lawsuit challenging the adequacy of the Egret Bay EIR. Save 

the Bay and COST hired the firm Shute, Mihaly and Weinberger, Clem Shute's firm, and 

they won that lawsuit.  

 

That win and denial of permits by BCDC and the Corps of Engineers ended the Egret 

Bay proposal, and in 1989 Cullinan was purchased by the US FWS. 

 

In a 1991 ceremony, Founder Sylvia McLaughlin wielded a shovel as Cullinan became 

part of the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge. 

 

It's taken another 20 years to start restoration at Cullinan, but now that is underway; the 

levees finally will be breached next January; and tidal flow will be restored.  

 

So with Save the Bay's absolutely crucial early help, we will have marsh again, not 

houses. 

 

Next time you take a drive across Hwy. 37, recall how Cullinan might have become Egret 

Bay - with no egrets - and think of the evening Save the Bay's mission expanded.  

 

I'm very proud that Save the Bay took that step and helped in what I think was one of the 

most important, but least known, environmental battles in the Bay Area.  

 

And I'm very proud to be part of Save the Bay and proud of all the work we together 

continue to do today to help shape the Bay Area landscape. 

 

 


